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which acts as a partition or septum) dividing the nasal
cavity into two parts, so that we have a cavity of the
right side and a cavity of the left side; the anterior
portion of the septum divides the entrance to the nasal
cavity into the two "nostrils/' while the posterior portion
divides the orifice of the nasal cavity which is directed
towards the pharynx into the two hinder openings,
which are known as the posterior nares (choanae narium).
If we take a vertical section of the nasal cavity at
the point of its greatest height, we see very clearly
the relation between the cavity of the nose (strictly
speaking) and the organ of smell. Thus we find that
the upper portion of the side wall approaches so closely
to the septum that there is only a narrow crevice left
between the two. The organ of smell lies in the mucous
membrane which lines this crevice, and which is provided
with an immense number of nerve filaments. These
filaments belong to the lobes of the olfactory nerve which
rest upon the upper side of the cribriform plate, passing
through the holes of the latter to the olfactory mucous
membrane. Below the crevice containing the olfactory
organ the nasal cavity suddenly expands, forming the air-
passage, properly so-called. We see from the section that
the form of the latter is oval, the long axis being vertical,
and the air-passage, consequently, is higher than it is
broad. As the upper part of this oval is necessarily
further from the septum than the middle, the entrance to
the organ of smell is not at the extreme summit of the
air-passage, but in the upper portion of the inner cir-
cumference. The upper part of the air-passage and the
lower portion of the organ of smell are, therefore, in close
proximity, only separated by a thin plate, which, when
examining the side wall of the nasal cavity, we shall find to
be the middle turbinated bone. In the section it has the